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Aspects of the De-Familization of Child Care and
the Household Division of Labor Model in Europe

— Consideration from the viewpoints of Gender Equality and Child Care in the 1990s and 2000s —

Furuya Atsushi

Hijirigaoka Education and Welfare college

Abstract : ‘Childcare’ in the modern era is outsourcing of parents’ responsibilities in childcare to outside the home, thereby
providing the opportunity to devote more time to paid work Although there have been many changes regarding women’s
participation in the labour market over past few decades, from 1990s to 2000s, there have been only marginal changes in
normative assumptions regarding childcare. In many European countries, the organisation of childcare services is still based
on traditional division of labour. It has been observed that many childcare policies in Europe have subsequently been
propagated to other countries outside Europe. In order to grasp the future trends in childcare, it is necessary to understand the

direction of the policy and programme approaches in European countries.
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